
Some of the greatest actions remem-
bered in history were achieved

because trust, belief, or reliability were
instilled into a cause, or a person.

Walter A. Rhulen Awardees Sims Foster
and Kirsten Harlow Foster hold trust at
the forefront of what they do each day,
and for this reason their business excel-
lence, service to humanity, and their
commitment to community stands out.

“There’s a line in the Dao that states: ‘If
you don’t trust someone, you make them
untrustworthy,’” Sims said, putting his
glasses down on the table, “and everyone
is worthy of being trusted until they
prove that they aren’t.”

Born and raised in Livingston Manor,
Sims, along with wife Kirsten, always had
a desire to help revitalize his hometown,
and with the Foster family line dating
back to the early 1900s in Livingston
Manor, that was the first place they land-
ed after having active careers that took
them to New York City and beyond.

“I guess I look at it as two chapters,”
stated Sims. “The first chapter was open-
ing a coffee shop with my brother in
2002 that ran for eight years, followed by
Resort in 2005, and finally The Lazy Bea-
gle, that unfortunately we lost to a fire.

“The second chapter, the chapter we’re
in now, really started with The Arnold
House in 2014,” he continued. “Kirsten
and I weren’t really sure how it would
play out but we started to see new
momentum happening in the area, and
we also saw that what we were doing
was really starting to attract new guests to
the area.”

After The Arnold House, they opened
The North Branch Inn in North Branch,
Nine River Road in Callicoon, and The
DeBruce - named one of the best new
hotels in the world by Conde Nast Travel-
er - also in Livingston Manor. They cur-
rently have about 125 people, a majority
of which are local, on their payroll and
with their Kenoza Lake property opening

in the near future, officially named
Kenoza Hall, they’re expecting that num-
ber to increase.

They also recently acquired two restau-
rants – The Cabin at Hessinger-Lare in
Jeffersonville and the well-known Piccolo

Paese in Liberty. 
“The Cabin and Piccolo are both Sulli-

van County institutions and we wanted to
do our part to try to keep them going,”
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Breathing new life into the community
Fosters earn 

Walter A.Rhulen 
Award from 
Partnership
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Sims and Kirsten Harlow Foster are the 2019 Walter A. Rhulen Award winners for the Sul-
livan County Partnership.
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MAKING IT COUNT 25th Annual Partnership Meeting & Awards

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019

MEET, GREET, BUILD, AND SOLIDIFY YOUR BUSINESS RELATIONSHIPS 

The Kartrite Resort & Indoor Park • 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

FOR MORE INFO, TO SPONSOR, OR TO RSVP, CALL (845) 794-1110 OR EMAIL JENN@SCPARTNERSHIP.COM.

JOIN US as we recognize these outstanding commuity advocates, and celebrate a quarter century as a driving force behind our County’s economic resurgence.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Sims & Kirsten 
Harlow Foster
WALTER A. RHULEN

AWARD WINNER

Michael Zalkin
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

AWARD WINNER
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•    Sullivan County’s #1 Garbage 
     & Recycle for Over 30 Years, 
     Same Owner/Operator
•    Competitive Pricing & Superior Service
•    Servicing Local Communities 
     throughout ALL of Sullivan County

KEEP IT 
LOCAL!

Don’t Get Left On the Curb! Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY!
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•    Keeping Jobs and Money 
     in Sullivan County
•    Residential Program... Roll-Offs... 
     Commercial... Special Clean-Ups
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CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS TESTING + INSPECTION
BUILDINGS | HIGHWAYS | BRIDGES | AIRPORTS | TUNNELS | ENERGY

845.496.1600 • www.advancetesting.com

...........................................................................
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Recovering Your Receivables
                       is all in the Approach.

Some debtors pay when nudged gently. 
Others respond best to a good stern growl. 

M.L. Zager, PC is a full service, collections law firm with 38 

years of experience helping businesses improve cash flow 

and maximize revenue.

We rely on your guidance and knowledge of your customers 

and devise a strategy that combines state-of-the-art and 

traditional collection techniques with the full impact and 

effect of a law firm.

WE’RE LOYAL, SMART PROTECTORS WHO 
LISTEN TO YOUR COMMANDS.

ZML ZAGER, PC

The leading New York law firm specializing solely in recovering receivables.
543 Broadway | Monticello, NY  12701 | Tel: 845.794.3660 | Fax: 845.794.3919 | www.mzager.com48
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To the People:

As our Partnership staff continues to do what we can
to keep our recent success in Sullivan County going,
we of course hope that you are experiencing some of
the good fortune that it seems everyone is experiencing
in Sullivan County.  Construction of new facilities con-
tinues, our unemployment hovers at 3.3% and our labor
force has reached 40,000, the highest it has ever been! 

With new projects approved and in waiting, repre-
senting housing, healthcare, hospitality and manufactur-
ing, the future, at least in the immediate, looks very
promising. Once again we approach our annual meet-
ing, but this year marks a truly remarkable achieve-
ment.  

For 25 years businesses have supported the organiza-
tion with the thought that our work would truly help
make a difference, help Sullivan County businesses

grow and by extension create a
dynamic economic environment that
continues to expand and uncover
new opportunities. 

I believe it is fitting that this economic
success coincides with our 25th anniver-
sary. When  I took a hard look back at
two-and-a-half decades of effort, I was
pleasantly reminded of how many businesses we have
helped – large and small – the economic development
strategies we have advanced, the struggles as well as
the victories all culminating in where we are today;
with a brighter outlook toward our future and the pos-
sibilities of much more to come. 

We are proud of our award winners Sims & Kirsten
Foster, and Michael Zalkin who share roots right here in
Sullivan County. These Walter A. Rhulen and
Distinguished Service award winners underscore a trend
we have been seeing recently, where people are com-
ing back to the county and adding to the ingredients
that are now making Sullivan County truly a place to

work, live and a grow. 
Today there are more jobs available than we have

people to hire, a far cry from where we were just
several years ago. Not only are new projects coming
in from the outside, long standing businesses are
expanding and rebuilding as well.  Of course, the
Partnership is not responsible for all this activity, but
we have had a major hand in many of the successes

we see today.    
While I know this is only the beginning with much

more work to be done, it is nice to look back on where
this organization began, how we have grown and
where our future will take us. Looking back, twenty-
five years is a special milestone. Moving forward, here’s
to twenty-five more.

Sincerely,

Marc Baez
President, Sullivan County Partnership 

CEO/President Marc Baez

Looking Back.... 
Moving Forward

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Sullivan County Partnership 
for Economic Development

196 Bridgeville Road • lMonticello, NY 12701
845-794-1110 • Fax 845-794-2324
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PO Box 405 • Mongaup Valley, NY 12762
845-791-4200 • Fax 845-791-4220
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Ferndale, NY 12734
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Sullivan County Visitor’s Association 
100 Sullivan Ave. • Ferndale, NY 12734

845-747-4449 • Fax 845-747-4468
www.scva.net
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Perfect. Fit. 

845.794.3833         www.BLSlaw.net

Results-oriented and client-centric, we are a 
leading multi-practice law firm in the Catskills 

& Hudson Valley.

 REAL ESTATE
 COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
 LITIGATION
 ESTATE PLANNING
 BUSINESS LAW

59
65

8

said Sims. “We bought them both for
what they are, not to try to make them a
version of what we think they should
be.”

Through opening their four small hotels
and restaurants, the Fosters created their
dynamic company, Foster Supply Hospi-
tality. With Kirsten’s background as an
economist and her work as Senior Policy
Advisor at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, and Sims’ long-time work as a
hospitality executive working with some
of the most noted chefs in the world,
Foster Supply is expanding more than
ever.

“There is no magical place that you go
that people are lining up at your
doorstep asking you for a job,” Sims
laughed. “To say that you can’t find good
people in our county just perpetuates a
negative narrative. Some of the most
amazing people have come through our
doors to work with us, and of course,
others didn’t work out. For us it’s so
important to tell the people we’re hiring
our why, our purpose, our mission.

“Of course, people need work, they
need to support their families or pay
their rent, but telling them our why and
putting our trust in them, allows them to
connect with what we’re doing,” he

added. “It allows them to decide if it’s
something they want to be a part of.”

Sims continued to talk about communi-
ty initiatives they’ve worked on in the
area, and one in particular really brought
a smile to his face – A Single Bite.

A Single Bite is a non-profit program to
help change the way kids think about
food, and about choice, one single bite at
a time.

This is the fourth year the program has
been in place as a part of the 8th Grade
Curriculum at the Livingston Manor Cen-
tral School, where Sims is an alum, and
where his father was a
teacher for years.

“The whole purpose
of it is to make kids
aware of the difference
between real food and
processed food,” Sims
explained.

The Fosters worked
closely with the Food &
Nutrition Teacher and
built a four-part interac-
tion program that takes
place over the course of
a school semester. That
way the 8th grade class
can have a more immer-

sive experience.
“I love what Michelle Obama did as far

as bringing awareness to having the
White House garden but I thought it was
so off on having any lasting effect,
because unless you grow up being a part
of the garden – weeding the garden,
harvesting its produce – it just doesn’t
work. It needs to be simple,” said Sims.
“There is one rule of the program – that
the kids take a single bite. They don’t
have to like it, but they at least have to
take one bite. It’s their choice if they like
it or not, and either is fine.”

The program begins
with two classes with a
Chef from Foster Supply
Hospitality that intro-
duces the concept of
real food versus fake
food, and underlines
that we all make a
choice each day as to
what we feed our bod-
ies. The students then
get to sit down at one
of Foster Supply’s
restaurants, and when
possible, go on a farm
tour of one of the local
farms where the Foster

Supply restaurants source their produce.
The program finishes with a class trip to
New York City for a second meal with a
celebrity chef, talking experience and
passion of food.

“Every child should have the opportu-
nity to know that they have a choice,
regardless of their backgrounds,” Sims
said with sincerity. “My father dedicated
his life to the community and the chil-
dren he taught. They’re the next genera-
tion. They may not reap benefits from
this program this week, next month, or
even in the next year. But something
they experience taking a single bite of
something good that they’ve never tried
before, might be what triggers that ‘aha’
moment years down the road.

“Being awarded with the Rhulen Award
obviously has a lot of meaning and it’s
wonderful to be recognized,” Sims added.
“We’re humbled and honored, and we
hope to keep growing, along with the
community that we admire so much.”

SC Partnership President and CEO Marc
Baez said, “The Fosters are showing the
county, the region, and the world how
one can take an existing business or
location that may be going through a dif-
ficult time and breathe new life into it at
the highest level.”

For us it’s so
important to tell
the people we’re
hiring our why,
our purpose, our

mission.

FOSTERS, from front page
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“The Catskill Renaissance”
We want to be a part of it, installing

the best fireplace brands in the business!

(845) 452-8444 • www.fairviewhearthside.com
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Economic Development awards!
of the Sullivan County Partnership for 

Congratulations to this year's recipients 

that support this mission every day. 
in an area with so many community members 

positive change around us and are proud to live 
have the responsibility and privilege to a�ect 
At Foster Supply Hospitality, we believe we 

moco.cylppusretsof
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Instant online quotes at: mbagency.com

INSURANCE AGENCY

for your home, auto and business the right coverage 

Merrell Benco
Insurance Agency

67 East Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701

(845) 796-1500

Personal Coverage Business Coverage
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Each year the Sullivan County Partnership for Eco-
nomic Development honors an individual with the

Distinguished Service Award for his or her outstanding
service and dedication to the 25-year-old organization.
With family roots buried deep in the community since the
heyday of the  hotel era, 2019 awardee Michael Zalkin
knows first hand the pull of wanting the county to suc-
ceed.

Zalkin was born and raised in Woodridge and spent
most of his summers at his grandparents’  hotels, eventu-

Family roots
buried deep in

the community
STORY AND PHOTO BY AUTUMN SCHANIL

Michael Zalkin returned to Sullivan County following a career
as an assistant college professor to open up a successful
resort in Woodridge – Jellystone Campground. Today his
interests lie in helping to make his community stronger.

SEPTEMBER, 2019 SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT BUSINESS EDGE       7E
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8E   BUSINESS EDGE SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT SEPTEMBER, 2019

Supp
ProudProud

port
d to

ENRICHI
I
NG COMM
INSPIRING 

UNITIES.
DESIGN. 65

51
3

ally working as a teenager on the hotel
property that his parents converted into
a campground named Birchwood Acres.

“My grandparents had two hotels,”
explained Zalkin. “One was in Loch
Sheldrake and the other one was on the
grounds of what is now Jellystone in
Greenfield Park. Shortly after my parents
took over the hotel in Greenfield Park, it
burned down, but a few years later
someone suggested they turn it into a
campground, so that’s what they did.
They started really simple but then
began to add on to it,” Zalkin continued,
“and as it grew they decided to change
the name from Birchwood Acres
Campground to Birchwood Acres
Camping Resort.”

During this time, Zalkin graduated
from Fallsburg High School and went on
to study and earn his Bachelor of
Economics from Ithaca College, followed
by his Masters and Ph.D from the
University of Massachusetts. He later was
involved in several years of economic
research in Nicaragua before becoming
an Assistant Professor of Economics at
the University of Notre Dame from 1985

to 1990.
“In 1987 my Dad passed away,” said

Zalkin. "He was young, and so my moth-
er was running the campground on her
own."

"One day I was sitting at my desk at
the University and I said to myself, ‘I
could keep doing this for the next 30
years and my stack of articles could be
higher, or I could go back and take over
the family business to see what I can
do.”

In 1990 Zalkin, his wife Martha, and
their first child decided to move back
and take over the campground, and to
hopefully see it grow. From 1990-2013
Zalkin ran the family resort as President
and Owner, eventually joining the
Jellystone Franchise System, making the
campground a Jellystone Park. The busi-
ness won multiple awards like Rookie of
the Year, Entrepreneur of the Year and
the Camp-Resort of the Year. It was in
this time that Zalkin also involved him-
self in the Sullivan County Partnership,
the Sullivan County Chamber of
Commerce, and the Sullivan County
Visitors Association. He also became a

board member of his alma mater,
Fallsburg Central, for 12 years and
served four years each as the Vice
President and President of the Board.

In 2013, when he decided to sell the
family camping business to Sun
Communities, he dedicated more of his
time to his community and helping see
things get off the
ground within Sullivan
County. Along with
continuously oversee-
ing real estate and
other investments held
in his own company
Birchwood Lodge, Inc,
he also serves as
Chairman of the
Partnership’s
Membership
Committee.

“I think the
Partnership is a really
positive organization,
and it’s doing great
things for Sullivan
County,” said Zalkin.
“Not everything is

because of the Partnership obviously,
there are a lot of small business owners
out there who are working really hard to
see their friends and their own commu-
nities make it," he stated, "but I think
that the Partnership is a group of very
forward looking business people who
are really looking out, not just for their

own business to grow,
but for the county itself
to grow.

“Having been born
and raised here, and
having my family’s busi-
ness here forever, it’s
just amazing to see the
county come up,”
smiled Zalkin.

“Michael has helped
the Partnership evolve
and has positioned the
organization to better
serve our members
moving forward,” said
SC Partnership Board of
Directors Chairman
James Bates.

ZALKIN, from page 7E

“One day I was sitting

at my desk at the

University and I said

to myself, ‘I could keep

doing this for the next

30 years...or I could go

back and take care of

the family business.”
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Investment Advisors
Creating and Preserving Wealth

Philip Coombe III, CFP® • Catherine M. Coombe, CFP® • Lynn McDonald
Office locations:

Main Office:
P.O. Box 333 / 6872 Route 209

Wawarsing, NY 12489

548 Broadway
Monticello, NY 12701
Call for appointment

Phone (845) 647-4800 • (800) 4 COOMBE • www.coombebender.com • Email: pcoombe@coombefinancial.com
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Visitors increasing and unemployment rate decreasing 
as the Sullivan Catskills adds new development

BY ROBERTA BYRON-LOCKWOOD
PRESIDENT/CEO 

SULLIVAN CATSKILLS VISITORS ASSOCIATION

New data shows that the
Catskills, especially the Sullivan
Catskills are experiencing a

substantial year over year increase in vis-
itor numbers and new job growth.  More
progress is expected in 2020-2021.

In 2018, travelers spent $1.5 billion in
the Catskill Region with $515 million of
this expended in the Sullivan Catskills, a
14.5 percent increase over 2017. 

The county’s spending growth exceeds
the other 3 counties in the Catskill Region
with Ulster at 11 percent, Greene 8.4 per-
cent and Delaware at 4.5 percent.

As new tourism developments emerge,
the Sullivan Catskills job opportunities
are expanding exponentially—with 18%
of the workforce reliant on the tourism
industry and unemployment at a 40-year
all time low, with unemployment at 3.1

percent.  March of 2019 shows there was
131 percent increase in leisure and hospi-
tality jobs from 2016 to over 7,400 direct
tourism jobs in 2019.

Were it not for tourism-generated state
and local taxes, the average household in
Sullivan County would have to pay an
additional $2,238 annually to maintain
the same level of government services,
this is an additional savings of $316 from
2017.  

The 2019 tourism statistics continue

the consistent upward momentum and
record-breaking trends in incoming
tourism and investment to the Sullivan
Catskills. Much of this growth is because
of the new and exciting things happening
in our county and the proximity of where
we are what sets us apart as one of the
fastest growing and desired destinations
in the world to visit. 

• The opening of the Kartrite Resort &
Indoor Waterpark , opened in Spring of
2019—adding to our suite of 4-5 star dis-

tinctive luxury resorts.
• New developments underway

including The Eldred Preserve, Dream
Hotels,  Foster Supply Hospitality proper-
ties and Chatwal Lodge at the Chapin
Estate (pictured) expected to open 2020-
2021.

• The 50th anniversary of the original
1969 Woodstock Festival. Bethel Woods is
celebrating this momentous golden
anniversary with year-long events and
programs.

• Growth of our farm to table experi-
ences providing unprecedented Michelin
quality dining.

• Revitalized main streets that have
artistic charm amid our breathtaking
backdrops of majestic mountains and
valleys.

• Passionate residents who are build-
ing community pride and preserving our
landscapes. 

• We are only 90 minutes from the
World’s gateway—NYC.
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Sullivan Countyʼs Only Fine Boutique
• Elegant Gowns
• Wedding Mothers
• Guest Dresses

• Party Separates
• Unique Sportswear
• Pant Set Options

Call for an appointment:
845-888-2468

on Masten Lake | 75 Sarine Rd,Wurtsboro, NY
10 min. from Resorts World Casino! 76
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• Petite Thru Plus Size
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449 Broadway • P.O. Drawer 1069
Monticello, NY 12701

845/796-1010
Fax 845/796-1040

THE LAW OFFICES OF

Walter Garigliano &
Barbara A. Garigliano

76254

In millions 
of dollars

• Our famous Dove Trail, adding to our
communities’ character and sense of
place and pride. Many Dove Trail enthusi-
asts have revisited the Sullivan Catskills
up to 7 times, just to finish the trail. Sever-
al member businesses stated they experi-
enced up to a 50% increase in sales and
visitors and claimed that this summer
was their most profitable season in
decades. 

With all of this and the new proposed
marketing initiatives for 2020 as well as
press trips and familiarization tours

(guests will be from Australia, Austria,
China, Germany and the UK) in the
pipeline for October, we anticipate that
Sullivan Catskills brand will be projected
throughout the world. This will lead new
visitors to our doorsteps while bringing
new wealth and investment into our Sul-
livan Catskills. 

As a result, our visitor spending num-
bers will shatter previous years’ numbers.

For info on the SCVA, visit www.sulli-
vancatskills.com, or call 845-747-4449.



Irish,” which is house-made crispy corned beef hash and
sauerkraut with eggs and crostini. Lunch ranges from a
hearty prime rib sandwich to a vegetarian caprese toast of
avocado, tomato and fresh mozzarella drizzled with balsam-
ic and pesto. 

Tuesdays and Fridays offer evening selections: tacos on
Tuesday, and “smokehoused” pulled pork, brisket, ribs and
chicken on Friday evenings. 

Maria and David Lorenzo are experts at serving up fine
cuisine. Both took turns as executive chef for the Tennanah
Lake Golf and Tennis Club in Roscoe.

But buying is the next best thing to eating, and Jeff now
sports several new shops to browse. Added to Jeff Junction,
the Secret Garden, Jeffersonville Hardware and the Auction
Barn near the Sunoco Station is John Peglow's Neat Old
Stuff, a consignment and auction house next door to the
U.S. post office.

“I specialize in vintage lighting and stained glass” said
Peglow, pointing to a stunning chandelier and to a concrete,
800-pound water fountain that features a woman pouring
water into a birdbath. Wares from Neat Old Stuff range from
expensive to very affordable.

Across the street from Peglow is the new Vintage House
owned by Lauren Seikaly who, along with her husband,
opened Tavern on Main in the fall of 2017. They are also
working on their Jeffersonville Baking Company project on
the site of the old Jay Epstein building at 4906 Main St.
Grand opening for the bakery is expected to take place this
November. 

“We had a little set-back with the HVAC system,”
explained Seikaly.

For The Vintage House, Seikaly hired Megan Montenaro as
manager and John Geiger and Michele Milner for behind the
counter. The store features earrings and tee shirts from the
80s, kitchenware from the 70s, clothes from the 60s, records
from the 50s, hats from the 40s, pictures from the 30s, letters
from the 20s and books from the last century.

“It's really lovely that we have such a diverse group of
customers who come in,” said Seikaly. “We have little kids

who come in with parents and they find cool toys like
Lincoln Logs. We had a toaster from the early 1900s and to
some it was pure nostalgia because it was in their grand-
mother’s kitchen, but to others it was an item of wonder
because they didn't know what the heck it was!”

“We always end up chatting with people about an old
item that they remember from when they were kids, or
what they love collecting, or what Jeffersonville used to be
like,” Seikaly added. “We have a wall dedicated to all the
old Jeffersonville things that we find. John (Geiger) brought
in his old Winkelried yearbooks so it's really fun when
locals walk in and find their picture inside one of them.”
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What’s new, hot and fancy in Jeffersonville these days
ooking for all the world
like a big pink birthday
cake, Jeffersonville's

soon-to-be-bakery is presid-
ing over a mini-boom in
eateries and shops this sea-
son.

Vacationers from the near-
by Villa Roma and as well as
locals and others are delight-
ed to discover new places to
shop and dine as they await
the grand opening of the
Jeffersonville Baking
Company on Main Street.

“Not many communities
have what we have –– the
array of all these types of
food,” mused Jeffersonville
Village Clerk Colleen Freitas.
“When you think about it,
we have Turkish and Greek
cuisine at the landmark Ted's
Restaurant, Brazilian at
Samba, Italian at
Michelangelo’s. There’s the
Chinese Restaurant, and now
Lorenzo’s Bistro where you
can find Spanish food.”

Tavern on Main and down
the road, the Stone Arch Inn,
round out the eating oppor-
tunities close to Jeff, Freitas
added.

Lorenzo’s at 4889 Main St.
opened in April and is draw-
ing raves. For breakfast,
French-pressed coffee is
paired with dishes like “The

12E     BUSINESS EDGE SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT SEPTEMBER, 2019

L

Jeffersonville Baking Company will open its doors in November, according to Lauren Seikaly, who, along with her husband, also owns Tavern on Main
and The Vintage House.

The Lorenzo's Bistro team of Maria and David Lorenzo
believe in giving back. On a weekend in August, the new
eatery at 4889 Main St. donated 10 percent of their profits
to the Sullivan West High School cross country, track and
field teams.

A cement water fountain featuring a girl pouring water
graces the front of Neat Old Stuff, a consignment and auc-
tion shop next to the Post Office on Main Street.

Although Sullivan County spans across 997 square miles, it is famous for its small-town
vibes, and its small rural communities. Over the past 25 years Sullivan County’s small rural
towns have transformed into vibrant hotspots booming with business, attracting out of
county and local patrons. With the transformation of Sullivan County’s small towns, the
county has seen a growth in businesses and visitors with distinguished tastes, choosing
Sullivan County’s small-town vibes over larger cities.

Over the past 25 years, Livingston Manor, located at the Northern end of the county, has
transformed from a forgotten hamlet, to one with a growing variety of specialty shops
catering to a new kind of tourist. Those seeking a connection with the outdoors frequent
Main Street Farms, The Kaatskeller, Morgan Outdoors, Catskill Brewery, Brandenburg
Bakery and others for natural home-grown products and outdoor activities that appeal to
their lifestyle. Just North of Livingston Manor you find Roscoe another small vibrant town
famous for its trout fishing. Roscoe is the home of Roscoe Beer Company, Prohibition

Distillery, Northern Farmhouse Pasta, and many more. 
Along the New York and Pennsylvania border lie Narrowsburg and Callicoon; two small

towns that have evolved dramatically over the past 25 years. Both Narrowsburg and
Callicoon have seen an increase of second homeowners that are now becoming full time
residents. Shop for antiques at Maison Bergogne and then grab a bite to eat at one of the
riverside restaurants overlooking the Delaware River in Narrowsburg. Dine in one of
Callicoon’s many restaurants or pubs and enjoy watching a movie at the Callicoon Theater. 

On the Eastern side of Sullivan County, Mountain Dale has seen a dramatic change over
the past 25 years. Mountain Dale has transformed into a so-called “NYC borough north’
but still provides the small-town vibe that Sullivan County is famous for and that its resi-
dents and visitors all enjoy. In each of these examples the Partnership has worked in a vari-
ous ways to help individual businesses thrive all toward creating attractive new communi-
ties. Others too are laying the groundwork for the future.  Jeffersonville is once again rein-
venting itself with new restaurants, a new bakery and more to come. There are tangible
efforts now in both Liberty and Monticello from both the private and public sector to bring
vibrancy back to these urban centers. Yes signature projects are making an extraordinary
difference in our economy but small business have always been and will always be the
backbone of the Sullivan County economy. 

Small Town Destinations are the
Backbone of Sullivan County

Lower Main Street in Callicoon

A dove picturing Main
Street Livingston Manor

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY KATHY DALY
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T he Town of Bethel wants to get
more “green” by upgrading and

retrofitting their town hall located on
State Route 55. 

In 2018, the town was awarded a
Bronze Certification by the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) for reducing green-
house gas emissions and energy use. 

The town wants to keep on the green
trend and recently submitted Request
for Proposal (RFP) for firms that are
qualified to provide energy modeling
and design services for deep energy
retrofits.

Bethel Town Supervisor Dan Sturm
said this is only for “Engineering and
design services.”

Strum said the current town hall is
cramped and inadequate for the needs
of the town, the staff and residents.

Councilwoman Vicky Simpson remem-
bers when the town hall building was a
medical office when she used to visit as
a young girl. “This building was not
designed to be [a town hall],” said
Simpson. 

The idea behind a deep energy retrofit
is to make the town hall more energy-
efficient and sustainable by reducing
greenhouse gases when compared to a
conventional retrofit.

“The town of Bethel has made a com-
mitment to sustainability and efforts to

combat climate change in all aspects of
our town operations,” said Sturm. 

The town has goals to upgrade the
heating, ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) system, along with improving
the lighting, building, and the building’s
envelope.

“We need to be the leader and set the
example for others to follow,” said
Sturm. 

“Our objective is to operate our town
buildings in a sustainable manner by
decreasing energy usage, using more
from renewable energy sources thereby
reducing reliance on fossil fuels and
providing a safe and healthy workplace
environment with attention to indoor air
quality and energy efficiency,” said
Sturm. 

Sturm said the funds for the retrofit
would come from  the town’s building
reserve fund and grants.

“We will not raise taxes to cover this
improvement,” said Sturm.

They will seek out grants once the
engineering and design plans are done,
said Sturm. He explained that can help
pay for the retrofit and hopes that con-
struction can begin in 2021.

“I know there are sometimes there are
air quality issues that go on,” said
Simpson. “We really are in desperate
need of this. Let’s do it right and go for
the grant money and do it green.”
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Bethel Town Hall
might go green

Bethel Town Hall might see a deep energy retrofit in 2021 in order to become more
“green.” 

STORY AND PHOTO
BY PATRICIO ROBAYO
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EXTENSIVE COPY CENTER
AUTHORIZED FEDEX & UPS SHIP CENTER

Now Selling Bissell Commercial Vacuums



September is here, marking the
end of summer, the start of

school, and the beginning of fall.

Sullivan County is a great place to be
any time of year, but in the fall, it can
be particularly rewarding. People can
hop in their car and head out to go
pumpkin and apple picking and enjoy
the natural beauty and charm the area
has to offer.  It’s an ideal time to take
in the changing colors of the foliage
and appreciate our area’s natural
splendor. And, fall is also an excellent
time for buyers to find their dream
home here.

Like the leaves on the trees, the real
estate market is ever-changing.  In the
current home buying atmosphere,
buyers today are more apt to search
online first before venturing out to
view properties. The prospect of
enjoying the beautiful Sullivan County
foliage and all the county has to offer
can draw prospective buyers to our
area.

As for the local housing market, the
inventory of homes in our area con-
tinues to be lower than last year at
this time – down slightly 0.6 percent.
However, with spring and summer
being busier house hunting times, fall
can mean less competition from other
buyers.

The median sales price for single-
family residences is up 13.1 percent
since last year. But, the number of
days properties were on the market in
Sullivan County was down 20.6 per-
cent, which is good news for both
buyers and sellers. 

For homebuyers looking to get a
mortgage, there continues to be good
news when it comes to interest rates.
According to the New York State
Association of Realtors, mortgage
rates are heading towards record
lows. And, recent data from Freddie
Mac has the average 30-year fixed
mortgage rate at 3.49 percent.

So, with peak fall foliage coming
up, it’s a great time to take in the
splendor of the Catskills and find that
perfect house. Get yourself a Sullivan
County Realtor and get ready for your
dream home! Buyers can look for-
ward to a great ride. 
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By Cathleen Breen, President, Sullivan County Board of RealtorsReal Estate Update

M I N D I N G  O U R  B U S I N E S S

Fall a great time to find a new home

This local market update from the HGMLS shows the activity from July 2018 to July 2019 as well as comparing the last 12 months of data.

Single Family Homes July Last 12 Months
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Smalls
Plumbing, Heating, and AC

Professional
Plumbing Systems

20929

Specializing in all phases of service & installation . . .  plumbing,
radiant heating, hot water/hot air heating, hydro air, air-conditioning

• AC Ductless Split Units • Water Treatment Systems • Geothermal Systems
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS

Certified & Factory Trained Professionals in the Latest Technologies
“NO JOB’S TOO BIG FOR SMALLS”
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 31 Lewis Street, Suite 303 | Binghamton, NY 13901 | P 607 772-2500 | www.lechase.com

For over 75 years, our drive to be the premier provider of construction 
services has inspired us to aim for perfection in everything we do. That’s 
how we consistently deliver excellence for our clients, our communities 
and our company.

Building partnerships isn’t by chance.

It’s by LeChase.
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HARRIS, MONTI & McLAUGHLIN
• Quality Service, Dependable Coverage •

Auto, Home, Life
and All Your 

Commercial Insurance Needs

242 East Broadway,
Monticello, NY 12701
845-794-7050
kirk@harrismonti.com

HM
CL-123671
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Auto, Home

HARRIS, MONTI
& McLAUGHLIN

• Quality Service
• Dependable Coverage

• Auto, Home and All Your
Commercial Insurance Needs
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Delaware River Solar is soaring in
the development of community

solar farms in New York State. These
solar farms provide clean, locally pro-
duced solar energy for customers who
can sign up to receive a 10% savings off
their electric rate.

Construction on upcoming projects is in
full swing with each 2-megawatt project
serving approximately 400 homes and
businesses while also removing 5 million
pounds of carbon emissions from the
atmosphere every single year. In total
there are six projects currently under
construction:

1. Burritt Road in Hilton - 2 MW project - SOLD
OUT

2. Washington Street in Spencerport - 6 MW proj-
ect - OPEN ENROLLMENT

3. Wood Oak Drive project in Narrowsburg - 2 MW
project - SOLD OUT

4. Kelly Bridge project in Liberty - 2 MW project -
SOLD OUT.

5. Villa Roma Road project in Callicoon, - (4) 2
MW projects. Villa 1 &2 - SOLD OUT. Villa 3 & 4 -
OPEN ENROLLMENT

6. Gaskill Road in Owego - 5MW project - OPEN
ENROLLMENT (Almost Full)

In total these projects will save resi-
dents over $200,000 and eliminate over
60 million pounds of carbon emissions
EVERY year. Delaware River Solar is
building community solar projects as part
of New York State’s Renewable Energy
Vision and goal of 50% renewables by
2030. Community solar allows residents

to enroll in a local, shared solar array and
see consistent savings on their electric
bill without paying any upfront costs or
making any changes to their property. 

Homeowners, businesses, and renters
can participate without fear of getting
stuck with a contract or solar panels that
they can’t take with them if they move.

There is no cost to participate, only sav-
ings, and customers are free to cancel at
any time with absolutely no cost. It’s a no
brainer!

Residents can save with no-risk, no-cost
subscriptions. To reserve your spot and
sign up, call 845-414-3491 or visit
delawareriversolar.com.

Soaring in Solar Development
FRED STABBERT III  |
DEMOCRAT

The Villa Roma
Road project in
the Town of
Delaware will
include four 2
MW projects
when complet-
ed. The first
two phases of
the project are
sold out and
the second two
are in open
enrollment.
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LINDA BARRIGER

Financial Advisor
Bridgeville Office Center

196 Bridgeville Road, Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 791-6600 � www.barrigerandcompany.com

BARRIGER & COMPANY, INC.
INVESTMENT SECURITIES

Securities and Advisory services offered through Prospera Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.

MINDING OUR BUSINESS

If your business is seasonal, it proba-
bly feels a lot like feast or famine.

You may love your seasonal crowds but
hate the fear you won’t last long enough
to see your next one. Seasonal business-
es or businesses in towns with a seasonal
draw struggle with year-round consistent
revenue. While you might not ever
achieve revenue equality throughout
every month, a chamber membership can
help you see a little steadier monthly
income. Here’s how:

A Chamber is often
the first place visitors stop
Many visitors are conditioned to stop in

at the chamber or the visitor’s bureau for
information. While a chamber may
answer questions about all businesses, it
gives preference to its members. Being a
chamber member can cause you to make
the short list when the chamber staff are
asked to give recommendations.

They provide 
learning opportunities
If you can’t balance out the monthly

revenue, you can use your quieter times
for additional learning that will improve
your business. One of the first places
you should look is your local chamber.
They provide inexpensive (and some-
times free) learning for members on top-
ics of interest, anything from social
media to email marketing.

Learning more about these things can
help you balance out your sales by
bringing in more customers or expanding
outside of your area. A ski town business
may not make much in sales in May but

if they can sell their products outside of
the town through the Internet and digital
marketing, they can flatten out those dips
in revenue.

The chamber 
markets year-round
The chamber is partnering to bring

people to your area and improve the
economy year-round not just in your
high seasons. They are often assisting
local businesses to find new angles to
approach shoppers and visitors. Being a
member of the chamber not only gets
you referrals and featured in their busi-
ness directories and lists but it also gives
you a say in the direction they are tak-
ing. Your business voice can be heard as
a member of the chamber.

They attract industry
Chambers also work hard with eco-

nomic development partners to bring
large businesses to town. This means
more jobs and skilled labor. Both things
could equate to more business for you
during the off season. When the number
of inhabitants of your town increases, the
number of potential customers for your
business does too.

It can be difficult to make it through
the slow seasons if you’re a seasonal
business or a town with a busy season.
Joining the chamber can provide you
with many opportunities to help level out
those revenue valleys. A chamber mem-
bership is a small price to pay to know it
will help your business make it through
another season.

4 ways a chamber membership can
balance out seasonal business

BY JAIMIE SCHMEISER, PRESIDENT/CEO SULLIVAN COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Every Business Should Have a Business Plan
CUSTOM BUSINESS PLANS

WWW.PLANSANDPROFITS.COM

WRITE-IT-YOURSELF BUSINESS PLAN CLASS ON VIDEO
WWW.BUSINESSPLANWRITINGCLASS.COM

FOR SMALL, MEDIUM, START-UPS, EXISTING, EXPANSIONS, BUY OUTS

Business Plans - Plans and Profi ts, LLC
845.343.1515    (9 AM TO 7 PM)

CHARLENE@PLANSANDPROFITS.COM 70
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Providing labor solutions to
businesses that want to attract and
maintain a high quality workforce.

Catering | Landscaping
Vending | Janitorial

845-434-8300
www.newhopecommunity.org

70
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601 STONY FORD ROAD | MIDDLETOWN, NY 10941 | 845.692.4444 | CRVI.ORG

CRVI is a vibrant community, working and serving those living
with disabilities. We provide services and support to enable them

to live a more enjoyable, independent life.
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Funeral Home
Joseph N. Garlick

(845) 794-7474
388 Broadway, Monticello

(845) 647-7747
186 Canal St., Ellenville

www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com

68
64

5

1949 2019

 

 
   

  
 

 

k h i lik b

 

 
   

  
 

 

 

 
   

  
 

 

’We know what it’ss like to be
in your shoes – no matter
what shoes you wear.

 

 
   

  
 

 

ome!elcweWaW OURalk-ins w Y

be f

.or

altall Wou
ve morraturev
eCCaall us today at (607) 498-4800 in Roscoe,, or if

veening or S rdday hours are ree conveenient
for y u,, c Wa toon (607) 865-2400.

nyuhs rgg

© 2019 United Health Services. All rights reserved. United Health Services, Inc. 
and the members of the UHS System neither are a�liated with, sponsored, 
endorsed nor approved by, nor otherwise associated with, Universal Health 
Services, Inc. (NYSE: UHS), UHS of Delaware, Inc. nor their a�liates, which can 

oound at www.uhsinc.com.

 

 
   

  
 

 

.Y.AYWAYO.ARE CR YOUR WAY 

 
   

  
 

 

75
40

7

MINDING OUR BUSINESS

One of the most important roles of
a community college is connect-

ing with its community. 
On a regular basis, SUNY Sullivan tries

to do that - not only by educating our
students in a traditional classroom set-
ting, but by also providing them with
additional experiential learning opportu-
nities that take place outside the class-
room. 

This past summer, the college
embarked on a new endeavor, “Earn
While I Learn”, that provided current
SUNY Sullivan students with the oppor-
tunity to take two summer classes that
could be taken on campus or online.

SUNY Sullivan offered summer hous-
ing from May 20 – August 24 at a dis-
counted rate in the Lazarus I. Levine
Residence Hall, promoted employment
opportunities with hospitality/tourism-
related businesses, and provided trans-
portation to and from their jobs.  

Despite some growing pains along the
way, I’m proud to say that 11 students
completed the program. 

The strategies for this program were
multi-fold:

• to provide students with an opportu-
nity to catch up on college credits, 

• to allow them to study for part of
the day and to work and earn money
for the other part of the day, 

• to provide a secure housing option,
and 

• to provide area businesses with an
opportunity to fill open positions during
their peak tourist season. 

Morningside Park, Loch mor Golf
Course, the Hope Farm, and Shoprite of
Liberty were just some of the places
where students worked. 

While summer may have just ended,
administrators at the college have
already begun to meet to debrief the
inaugural program, and to begin plan-
ning next summer’s schedule.

I’m happy to say that several busi-
nesses have already signed on for next
year, including Frost Valley YMCA and
the Kartrite Indoor Water Park, both of
whom have said they will provide trans-
portation to and from the college and
their worksites.  

As we see room to significantly
expand the program for next summer,
we hope that other businesses will con-
sider joining us. 

Employers should feel free to contact
my office to discuss any questions
and/or student employment opportuni-
ties related to the program. 

At SUNY Sullivan, we see it as a win-
win for all parties: the college, our stu-
dents and our community of businesses. 

BY JAY QUAINTANCE, PRESIDENT, SUNY SULLIVAN

New program helps students
connect with business in 
real world environment

SUNY Sullivan student Kyle Edwards was one of the participants in this year's ‘Earn While I
Learn’ program. He's seen here, on the right, inside the college's Greenhouse.
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